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THE CHARTER

 Of the Union of public associations «The International Circassian Association on unity of the Circassian people and development of relationships of the Circassian diaspora with the historical motherland»

Nalchik 2016
1. GENERAL REGULATIONS

1.1.  Union of public associations «The International Circassian Association on unity of the Circassian people and development of relationships of the Circassian diaspora with the historical motherland» hereinafter referred to as "the Organization" is a corporate entity, acting on the basis of common interests of the members of the Organization to fulfil common goals and objectives identified in the Charter hereby.
Full name in Russian: Союз общественных объединений «Международная Черкесская Ассоциация по единению черкесского народа, развитию связей черкесской диаспоры с исторической родиной»

Short name of the organization in Russian: «Международная Черкесская Ассоциация»
Full name of the organization in Circassian: Жылагъуэ зэгухьэныгъэхэм я Союз «Лъэпкъыр зэшэлIэжыным елэжь, хэкужьымрэ хэхэс адыгэхэмрэ я зэпыщIэныгъэр езыгъэфIакIуэ Дунейпсо Адыгэ Хасэ»  

 Short name of the organization in Circassian: «Дунейпсо Адыгэ Хасэ»
Full name of the organization in English: Union of public associations «The International Circassian Association on unity of the Circassian people and development of relationships of the Circassian diaspora with the historical motherland»

Short name of the organization in English: «International Circassian Association» 
1.2. The organization carries out its activities in the Russian Federation and other 
countries where there are associations - members of the Organization or separate entities.

1.3. The organization carries out its activities in accordance with the Russian Constitution, the Russian Civil Code, the Federal Law of 12.01.1996, № 7 - FZ "On Noncommercial Organizations", the Federal Law of 19.05.1995, № 82-FZ "On Public Associations ", other legal acts of the Russian Federation and the subjects of the Russian Federation, the laws of other countries on the territory of which the public associations - the members of the Organization or some separate entities of the Organization, this Charter and are governed by the internationally recognized principles, norms, standards, agreements and conventions relating to the scope of the activities of the Organization. 

1.4. The ICA proceeds from the principles of voluntariness, equality, self-governance, the rule of law, transparency, openness, respect for the rights and freedoms of man and citizen.
1.5. The organization is a legal entity from the moment of its state registration in accordance with the requirements of the Russian legislation.

1.6. The Organization may, on its own behalf acquire and exercise property and personal non-property rights, incur obligations, sue and be sued in court, including arbitration courts.

1.7. The Organization may have separate property and independent balance, settlement and other accounts in banks and other credit institutions as well as a round seal, stamp, logotypes, letterheads with its name.

1.8. The activity of the Organization shall be transparent and the information on its  constituent and program documents  shall be freely accessible.

1.9. The organization is responsible for its obligations with all its property which may be levied on according to the current legislation.

1.10. The state, its bodies and organizations are not liable for the obligations of the Organization, as well as the organization is not liable for the obligations of the state, its agencies and organizations.

1.11. The members of the Organization shall bear subsidiary liability for the obligations of the Organization up to the amount of the annual membership fee set by the decision of Congress.

1.12. The official languages ​​of the Organization shall be Russian, Circassian, English.

1.13. The permanent location of the headquarters of the Executive Committee of the Organization - the Russian Federation, Kabardino-Balkarian Republic, Nalchik.
      2. SUBJECT, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE ORGANIZATION

2.1. The subject and objectives of the Organization are:

- bring together and coordinate the activities of the Circassian public organizations – ICA members to  promote the revival and development of the cultural and spiritual heritage of Circassian people, to preserve their national identity, restore the true history of Circassians;

- assist in solving economic, social, cultural and religious challenges Circassian people  are currently facing;

- promote the creation of necessary conditions to unify Circassians and to further expand the relationships of the Circassian diaspora with the historical homeland;

- to represent the legitimate interests, contribute to the protection of economic, social and other rights of the members of the Organization;

- to promote peace, friendship and harmony among nations, prevent social, ethnic and other conflicts.

2.2. The objectives of the Organization are:

- organization and carrying out research on economics, law, history, culture, education, demography, and other issues related to the establishment and development of Circassian people;

- promoting the spiritual and cultural development of Circassians;

- promotion of  mother tongue learning, the creation of a single (common) Circassian literary language;

-stimulate and facilitate the restitution of Circassians’ items of cultural and historical value to their historical homeland;

- promotion of  the collection and study of manuscripts dedicated to Circassians with the view of  creating a specialized library in the Organization;

- сontributing to the restoration of kinship and making contacts between Circassians (with special attention to the younger generation) who are living in different countries;

- assisting the Circassians who wish to return to their homeland, in accordance with the regulations of the Russian legislation.
                  3. LEGAL STATUS OF THE ORGANIZATION

3.1. To achieve the goals and objectives of the organization is entitled to:

- freely disseminate  the information on its activities;

-participate in the decision-making of the government bodies and local authorities in the manner and to the extent provided for by federal laws;

- to hold meetings;

- establish mass media and be engaged in publishing activities;

- to represent and protect its rights and legal interests of its members and  the participants, as well as other citizens in the state power bodies, local self-governing bodies  and public associations;

- fully implement the powers stipulated by  the laws on public associations;

- take initiatives on various issues of public life, to forward proposals to the state authorities and local governments;

- to carry out public evaluation of projects and programs on the activities of the Organization;

- establish business contacts and  cooperate with all legal and natural persons, including foreign and international ones in the field of diplomacy, new technologies, economics, finance, business, entrepreneurship,  culture, art, publishing activities, ecology. 
- participate in the implementation of international, national and regional programs related to the activities of the Organization;

- organize and hold congresses, symposia, conferences, seminars, meetings at any level in accordance with its Charter;

- independently develop, approve and implement its program of activities;

-  determine the way the money and the property of the Organization are expended;

- in the framework of the Organization  to establish the awards, prizes, scholarships and other incentives for the special contribution to the realization of the goals and objectives of the Organization;

- create a data bank on the activities, provide information services;

- send abroad, receive and invite to   Russia delegations and individuals acting in the interests of the Organization 
-  within the framework of the Organization create different sections, clubs, councils, committees, commissions on the major activities of the Organization;

- be engaged in the activities on attracting resources and managing  extraordinary operations;

- possess, use and dispose on legal grounds of the property of the Organization 

- make deals, enter into agreements, contracts, agreements;

- create temporary and permanent groups of experts on a contract basis payment;

- independently determine the structure of the Organization, to form the staff  of the Organization, salaries,  wages other  material incentives for employees and involved workers;

- create business partnerships and companies;

-  create, duplicate, distribute and sell print and audiovisual products pertinent to the subject of the Organization;

-  carry out educational, scientific and training activities.

3.2. The organization is entitled to engage in business activities only in case it serves the achievement of its statutory purposes and complies with them.

        To achieve its objectives the Organization, in accordance with the current legislation of the Russian Federation, shall have the right to carry out:

- publishing activities;

- printing activity;

- activities in the field of photography;

- retail sale of souvenirs.

 Within its competence the Organization cooperates with all relevant commercial, public and scientific organizations, legislative and executive authorities, foreign and international organizations and other legal entities and individuals.

3.3. In accordance with the current legislation of the Russian Federation the Organization is obliged to:

- comply with the legislation of the Russian Federation, the universally recognized principles and norms of international law relating to the sphere of its  activity, as well as the rules stipulated by the present Charter;

- annually inform the authority that made the decision on the  state registration of the Organization on the  continuation of  its activities, indicating the actual location of its  permanent governing body, its name and information of  the managers in the  scope and amount  envisaged by the Unified State Register of Legal Entities;

- provide the resolutions of the governing bodies and officials of the Organization under the request of  the  body authorized for  the  state registration of public associations; to provide also  annual and quarterly reports on their activities in the amount and forms stipulated by  the tax authorities;

- allow the representatives of the body authorized for the state registration of public associations to attend the events held by the Organization;

- assist the representatives of the body authorized for the state registration of public associations in familiarizing with the activities of the Organization in the context of its statutory objectives and compliance with the legislation of the Russian Federation;

- publish annual reports on the use of its property and make it possible for the bodies concerned to familiarize with the report;

-  inform the federal body of state registration on the amount of cash or other assets received from foreign sources on the purpose of spending the funds along with  the use of other assets and their actual expenditures within the form and the time limits established by the authorized federal executive body.
4. MEMBERSHIP. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE MEMBERS

4.1. Any legal entities - public associations, representing the interests of the Circassian people can become members of the Organization.

4.2. Membership in the Organization shall be based on the decision of the governing body of a public association, certificate of incorporation, the Charter of the public association.

Membership in the Organization is authorized by the Congress, if voted for by at least 2/3 of the number of the delegates present.

4.3. Members of the Organization make entrance and membership fees and also additional property contributions, the size, the form, terms and procedure of payment of which are determined by the decision of Congress. The fee is specified in conventional currency unit, but money is deposited into the ICA account in ruble equivalent only  at the exchange rate of the Central Bank of the Russian Federation.

4.4. Public associations - members of the Organization, exercise their rights by the authorized representatives.
The Organization members have equal rights and equal responsibilities.

4.5. Members shall have the right to:

- to freely participate in all the  activities and the events of the Organization;

-  elect and be elected in the elective bodies;

- participate in the elaboration and development of the main activities and programs;

- submit to the Executive Committee of the Organization and any bodies proposals, complaints and petitions;

- to recommend new members to the Organization ;

- to receive the necessary information, to use the data bank of the Organization;

- publish articles in the publications of the Organization;

- to use the property and the means of the Organization in the prescribed manner;

- appeal to the governing bodies of the Organization for an advisory, financial, organizational and other assistance;

- to freely withdraw from  the Organization (in this case, the Member shall bear subsidiary liability for its obligations within two years from the date of the withdrawal, and to the amount of  the annual membership fee set by the decision of the Congress);

- to enjoy the protection of their rights on the part of the Organization, to  request the Organization to represent their legitimate interests in the state authorities and local government, the courts, public associations, in relation to legal and natural persons, including foreign ones.

4.6. The Members are required to:

- promote the work of the Organization;

- refrain from any action (or inaction), which can harm the activities of the Organization;

- comply with the current legislation, the Charter;

- implement the decisions of the governing bodies, adopted within their competence;

- to participate in  the events held by the Organization;

- to promulgate the achievements and practical results of the Organization;

- to broaden international cooperation, to advocate for the preservation of peace, mutual understanding and friendship between peoples;

- to pay the entrance and annual membership fees and also additional property contributions;

-in accordance with their capabilities increase the financial and material resources of the Organization to expand the scale and the scope of its activities.

4.7. Membership in the Organization shall terminate by the decision of its governing body, and the application to the Executive Committee of the Organization.

4.8. A member of the Organization is considered withdrawn from the Organization from the moment of application (decision).

4.9. Members may be expelled from the Organization for the loss of state registration, violation of the Charter, non-payment of membership fees, actions discrediting the Organization, causing it moral or material damage.

4.10. Exclusion of the members is held under the decision of the Congress  of the Organization by a majority of at least 2/3 of the votes of those present at the Congress.

       5. BODIES AND THEIR COMPETENCE

5.1. The highest governing organ is the Congress.

The basic function of Congress is to identify ways to realize the objectives for the benefit of which the Organization was founded.

5.2. The Congress shall meet as necessary, but no less than once every three years. An Extraordinary Congress may be convened by a reasoned decision of:

- the Council of the Organization;

-  the Executive Committee of the Organization;

-  the President of the Organization;

-  the Audit Commission (Auditor);

- 1/4 of the membership.

The rate of representation, the order and timing of the convening of the next Congress is established by the Congress. The decision to convene the next Congress and its agenda are communicated to the Members of the Executive Committee of the Organization not less than one month before its convocation.

5.3. The Congress delegates are composed of:

 - delegates elected by public organizations - members of the Organization at the general meeting (congress, conference) under the quota specified (fixed) by the Congress;

- members of the Executive Committee of the Organization;

- members of the Audit Commission.

5.4. The Congress is considered competent if more than half of the elected delegates are present at it.

Decisions are taken by a majority vote of the delegates present at the Congress  either by open or secret ballot as specified by the Congress, unless otherwise is  provided by this Charter.

Resolutions on the matters of  the exclusive competence of the Organization  are adopted by a qualified majority vote of 2/3 of the votes of those present at the Congress delegates.

5.5. The Congress shall have power to make decisions on any issues of the Organization’s activity.

The exclusive competence of the Congress includes:

- determination of priority areas of activity, the approval of long-term programs and projects, delegating the rights of possession, use and disposal of property of the Organization;

- approval of the Charter of the Organization, the introduction of amendments  on the proposal of the President, the Board, the Executive Committee, 1/5 of the delegates of the Congress, followed by registration in the manner prescribed by law;

- defining of the principles of the formation and the use of property;

- election of the President, first Vice-President, Vice-President of the Organization;

- election of the Executive Committee of the Organization, hearing and approval of its reports;

- early termination of the powers of the President, first Vice-President, Vice-President of the Executive Committee;

-determination of the composition of the Council;

- election of the Audit Commission, early termination of the powers of its members, hearing and approval of its reports;

- determination of the procedure of admission to membership and exclusion from membership of the Organization;

- making decisions on the appointment of an audit organization or an individual auditor of the Organization;

- determination of the rate of representation of delegates at the Congress, the  date and place of the next Congress;

- specification of the amount, terms and procedure of admission and membership fees, additional property contributions of the members of the Organization;

- addressing issues of reorganization and liquidation of the Organization;

- making decisions on the appointment of the liquidation commission (liquidator) and the approval of the liquidation balance;
- approval of the annual financial plan, report and balance of the Organization
         6. BOARD OF THE ORGANIZATION
6.1 The Council is the governing body of the Organization and carries out its activities in the period between Congresses, defines and decides the most important issues of the Organization.

6.2 The size and  the composition of the Council of the Organization shall be elected by the Congress for a period of 3 years. The Council includes all elected members of the Council of the Organization, as well as leaders of public associations - legal entities of the Organization.

6.3. Organization Council shall meet as required, but at least once a year.

6.4. The Council considers applications come from the Executive Committee, the Audit Commission, public associations-members of ICA and takes decisions on them.

6.5. Council meeting is considered eligible with the participation of at least  half of the members. Decisions are made by open voting by simple majority of votes of the members present. 
7. THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EXCOM) OF THE ORGANIZATION

7.1. For practical current management of the Organization during the period between Congresses the Council shall be elected. It is a permanent collegial governing body of the Organization.

The Executive Committee of the Organization is a permanent body, exercising the right of a legal entity on behalf of the Organization and performing its duties in accordance with the present Charter.

7.2. The Executive Committee of the Organization shall be elected by the Congress in the number of not more than 25 people for a period of 3 years.

The composition of the Executive Committee of the Organization includes: the president, first vice-president, vice-presidents, members of the Board elected by the Congress.

7.3. Candidates for the Board members, including the first vice-president, vice-presidents, are submitted for consideration and approval by the newly elected President of the Congress under preliminary approval of candidates with the heads of delegations attending the Congress. As a rule, the Executive Committee is not represented by the heads of public organizations - members of the ICA. The latter if necessary can take part in the meetings of the Board in an advisory capacity.

7.4. The Executive Committee of the Organization:

- convenes the Congress, determines the agenda of the next Congress, prepares items  for consideration by the Congress;

- develop and approve the short-term and long-term programs and projects of the Organization;

- organizes the implementation of goals and objectives of the Organization, its projects and programs, decisions of the Congress of the Organization;

- annually inform the authority that ordered the registration of the Organization to continue activities of the Organization, indicating the actual location of a permanent governing body, its name and the information about the leaders of the Organization in the amount envisaged by the Unified State Register of Legal Entities;

- develop and submit amendments to the Charter of the Organization for approval by the Congress;

- represents the interests of the Organization in the Russian and foreign public authorities and local governments, international, national and regional public associations in their relations with various legal entities and citizens;

- coordinates the activity of the Organization and all its structural divisions;

- plans and implements international relations of the Organization;

-is the chief administrator of loans, assets and funds of the Organization;

- approves the annual financial plan, report and balance sheet;

- within the framework of the Organization  creates commissions, committees, councils related to  the activities of the Organization, according to their regulations, organizes the work, hearing  and approval  of  annual reports;

- organizes and conducts conferences, seminars, meetings, exhibitions and other events at various levels;

- in the framework of the Organization  establishes the medals, awards, and other incentives for the special contribution to the implementation of  the goals and objectives of the Organization;

- establishes branches, opens representative offices, approves regulations on them, appoints leaders, determines the size and order of  the payment for their work, hears and approves annual reports;

- approves the structure and funding of the regular unit of the Organization;

- reports to the Congress on its work;

- resolves any other issues not related to the exclusive competence of other governing bodies.

7.5. Meetings Executive Committee of the Organization are held as necessary, but at least once every three months, and are considered to be eligible if  participated by  more than 50% of the members of the Executive Committee.

7.6. Decisions are made by simple majority vote of the Board members present at the meeting.
8. THE PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE ORGANIZATION

8.1. President of the Organization is the sole executive body of the Organization, is elected for a term of 3 years by the Congress and may be re-elected once.

8.2. President of the Organization:

- directs all activities of the Organization, organizes the work to implement the decisions of the Congress and the Executive Committee of the Organization, the Organization's programs and projects;

- leads and organizes the work of the Executive Committee of the Organization, conducts its meetings;

- distributes responsibilities among the members of the Executive Committee of the Organization;

- reports to the Congress and the Executive Committee on its work;

- without power of attorney acts on behalf of the Organization, represents it in all the organs of state power and local government bodies, institutions, organizations and enterprises both  on the territory of the Russian Federation and abroad;

- on behalf of the Organization concludes treaties, agreements, contracts, negotiations, enter into transactions, issues powers of attorney;

- opens settlements and other accounts of the Organization in banks, has the primary authority to sign financial documents;

- within the limits set by the Board, manages the property and funds of the Organization;

- signs decisions of the Congress, the Council, the decisions of the Board, administrative documents of the Organization;

- submits proposals for the agenda of Congress;

-by agreement with the Executive Committee of the Organization sets the size of cash salary,   hires and dismisses the regular staff of the Organization, according to the internal regulations, job descriptions;

-organizes accounting and reporting;

- supervises the activities of the branches and representative offices of the Organization;

- on behalf of the Organization  imposes claims and lawsuits for legal entities and individuals;

- performs other functions that are not within the competence of other organs of the ICA.

8.3. First Vice-President shall be elected by the Congress for a 3-year term and may be re-elected once.

8.4. First vice president:

- without power of attorney acts on behalf of the Organization, it represents it  in all the organs of state power and local government bodies, institutions, organizations and enterprises on the territory of the Russian Federation and abroad;

- performs various requests of the Congress, the Council, the Executive Committee and President of the Organization;

- organizes the work of the Organization for the implementation of business activity;

- prepares proposals for public events, programs and projects,  for the participation  in other social programs, including international ones, participation  in the activities of international non-governmental organizations, in cooperation with foreign partners in the sphere of public activity;

- organizes the material and technical equipment of the Organization;

- replaces the President in his absence, and if for any reasons the presidency would be vacant, convenes the extraordinary congress of the ICA within three months;

-carries out other functions that are not within the competence of other bodies of the Organization.

8.5. Vice - President shall be elected by the Congress for a 3-year term and may be re-elected once.

8.6. Vice-President:

- acts under power of attorney;

- supervises one or more activities of the ICA, defined by the decision of the ICA President;

- performs various tasks of the Board and President of the ICA;

- performs other functions that are not included in the competence of other organs of the ICA.

     8.7. The regular staff of the ICA is subject to the legislation of the Russian Federation on labor, social security and pension.

      9. AUDIT COMMISSION OF THE ORGANIZATION
9.1. The Audit Commission is the controlling body of the Organization. It consists of 5 people and is accountable to Congress.

Its members and the chairman are elected by Congress for 3 years.

9.2. The members of the Audit Committee may not be represented by  members of the Board, the Executive Committee of the Organization and the regular staff of the Organization.

Members of the Audit Committee shall have the right to demand from the leaders of the Organization all requested documents related to the statutory, financial and business activities.

9.3. The Audit Commission monitors compliance with the legislation and the present Charter of the Organization. It performs routine annual audit of the financial, economic activities of the Executive Committee, as well as creates funds, representative offices, branches and companies, whose results are reflected in the acts submitted  to the Board and the founders of the Organization.

On behalf of the President, the Executive Committee and 1/5 Members of the  Organization unannounced target inspections can be carried out under the Audit Commission decision.
9.4. The Chairman of the Audit Committee participates in the sittings of the Board and the Organization of the Board in an advisory capacity.

9.5. The Audit Commission in consultation with the Executive Committee may invite independent expert auditors to participate in the inspections carried out by them.
       10. STRUCTURE OF THE ORGANIZATION

10.1. The Organization is composed of public associations - legal entities, branches and representative offices. Branches and representative offices may be established by the Organization in Russia and abroad.

10.2. A branch of the Organization is a separate unit, performing all its functions or part of them, including the function of representation.

10.3. Representative branch of the Organization is a separate unit located outside the seat of the Organization, which represents the interests of the Organization and protects them.

10.4. Heads of branches and representative offices are appointed by the decision of the Executive Committee of the Organization.

10.5. Representative offices and branches of the organization are not legal entities and are endowed with property by the Organization. The property of the  offices and affiliates is  accounted for in their separate balance and the balance of the Organization.

10.6. Representatives and affiliates are acting on behalf of the Organization. The responsibility for the activities of representative offices and branches are borne by the Organization.

       11. PROPERTY AND SOURCES OF ITS FORMATION

11.1. In accordance with the current  Russian legislation the property of the Organization may include: land, buildings, structures, facilities, housing, transportation, equipment, inventory, property, property for cultural, educational and recreational purposes, funds, stocks, other securities and other property, necessary for  the material support of its statutory activities.

11.2. Organization property is formed on the basis of admission, membership and other fees, voluntary contributions and donations, as well as proceeds obtained from the events carried out in accordance with the Organization's statutory activities; income from entrepreneurial activities; civil transactions; foreign economic activities; other income not prohibited by law.

11.3. The organization is entitled to create economic partnerships, companies, other economic organizations with legal status, as well as acquire property designated for its business activity.

11.4. Income from business activities of the Organization may not be distributed among members of the Organization and should be used only in compliance with status of the Organization, as well as for charity.

11.5. The Organization is the owner of its lawful property. Every single member of the Organization has no ownership of the share of the property belonging to the Organization.

Public associations - legal entities of the Organization members are the owners of their lawful property.

Branches and representative offices are not legal entities and implement the right of operative management of the property assigned to them by the owner, i.e. the Organization.

11.6. With respect to its statutory property the Organization may perform any transactions that do not contradict the legislation of the Russian Federation, the Charter hereby and the relevant statutory objectives of the Organization.

11.7. The right of the owner of the property coming to the Organization, as well as created or acquired by it for its own account on behalf of the Organization is  carried out by its permanent governing body - the Executive Committee of the Organization.

11.8. The organization conducts operational, accounting and statistical records in the manner prescribed by the legislation of the Russian Federation.

12. THE PROCEDURE FOR REORGANIZATION AND LIQUIDATION OF THE ORGANIZATION
12.1. Restructuring of the Organization shall be done by the decision of the Congress, if voted by at least 2/3 of the delegates present at the Congress.

12.2. After its restructuring the property of the Organization goes to the newly formed legal entities in the manner prescribed by the legislation of Russian Federation.

12.3. The Organization can be liquidated either by the decision of the Congress, if voted by not less than 2/3 of the delegates present at the Congress, or by the court. Liquidation or restructuring of the Organization shall be performed as determined by the current legislation of Russian Federation.

12.4. After its liquidation the property and assets of the Organization on satisfying creditors’ claims shall be assigned to fulfill the statutory objectives of the Organization and shall not be distributed among its members.

12.5. The documents of the Organization after its liquidation shall be deposited in the State Archives in accordance with the law.

12.6. The decision on liquidation of the Organization is submitted to the authority which has registered the Organization to exclude it from the Unified State Register of Legal Entities.

12.7 Liquidation of the Organization is considered complete, and the Organization ceases to exist after making this entry in the Unified State Register of Legal Entities.

           13. AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER
13.1. Amendments to the Charter are made by the decision of the Congress, if voted by at least 2/3 of the delegates present at the Congress.

13.2. Changes and additions to the Charter, adopted by the Congress, are subject to state registration.

13.3. The state registration of amendments to the Charter shall be made as prescribed by the current legislation of the Russian Federation.

13.4. Changes and additions to the Charter shall come into force from the moment of their state registration.
